Statement for press by Prof. Oleg Manaev



Today at 3 p.m. on my way to the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Belarus for participating in a quarterly briefing of independent experts for the diplomatic corps (usually attended by two dozens diplomats from different countries - from Japan and Russia to the E.U. and U.S.), I was stopped by a Sergeant of the Minsk Riot Police and was told that he should detain me for identification. After checking my passport, he checked if I had weapons, drugs and other prohibited
items. Then, after making some phone calls, he told me I was detained and told me to wait on the spot. A few minutes later two more police officers showed up, one of which identified himself as the officer of the Criminal Investigation Department of the Central District of Minsk. When I asked about the reason for detention, the answer was: "we will take you to the office, where we will explain everything." People started gathering around us, among who were journalists. I managed to call the Polish embassy, as well as my colleagues and reported my detention. Then they took my passport away and I was taken to the nearest police station. Police officers made more calls, and then under the protection of other policemen, armed with Kalashnikov machine gun, I was put in a patrol car, where I managed to make the last phone call to Reuters. After the police tried to take away my phone, I had to turn it off. In the car, it turned out that I was taken to the police department of the Minsk Partisan District. 
In Partisan Police Department I was taken to the office of the head of the Public Security Police Lt. Colonel Gladun. He again checked my passport and personal belongings (briefcase with presentation materials). When asked about the reason for detention - and the fact that I live in the Minsk Frunze district, and in no way am linked to the Minsk Partisan District - he said that under the law, police can detain me up to three hours without explanation. I told him that the police thereby disrupt an important event, but it did not have any effect. Then I was removed into another room where I was detained during next two hours under the supervision of Police Major. Later another police officer showed up, introduced himself as the criminal investigator of the same Department, and said that I should get fingerprinted, which "is obligatory for every Belarusian citizen bounded for military service".  I explained I served in the Soviet Army in 1974-1976, as an Armored Troops Lieutenant, and since then have nothing to do with the army. Besides, less than in four months I reach the retirement age (which is 60 years in Belarus). And the Law on Military in Belarus does not clarify the age limit for the military service. As a result, they did not perform the fingerprinting, and decided to make a request to my District Draft Committee. Just 5 minutes prior to the expiration of a three-hour period, they explained me that I was "detained for my passport identity check," and I was released. However, when I asked one of the police officers participated in my detention (in total nine police officers from three different departments took part in this “operation”) if it was exactly me that they were looking for, he said they “got the order to detain exactly me." 
Thus, all that happened proves that I was detained in order to thwart the planned briefing at the Polish Embassy, and made a pressure on me and my colleagues. Why exactly today? After all, the Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies (which I led until it was shut down the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus in April 2005, and now I lead a group of independent experts providing analysis of IISEPS polls results) organize quarterly briefings for more than 14 years? Without doubts, the real reason is that this year the Belarusian authoritarianism has faced the most serious challenge in its history. After the May devaluation of the Belarusian ruble the country faced the deepest socio-economic crisis (inflation rate of 60 percent), resulting in more than twofold decline of the citizens incomes. According to the recent results of IISEPS September public opinion poll, almost 88 percent of respondents believe that the Belarusian economy is in crisis, with more than 61 percent blaming the President for the crisis (blaming the government - 44 percent). Lukashenko’s rating has collapsed from 53 percent to 20 percent in just nine months, reaching the minimum for all seventeen years of his rule. The threat of social unrest is becoming increasingly real. In this situation, Belarusian authorities begin to "fear their own shadow." In June 2010, they tried to fire me from the Belarusian State University (where I have been working over 40 years) by this way blocking information and analysis I offer to the Belarusian public. Today they are trying to block our efforts to inform foreign governments and international community about the real life of Belarusians, their real thoughts and expectations. Although the Belarusian authorities claim that they are willing to "restore the broken dialogue with the West" in order to get loans and investments, in fact they are changing nothing in the country. 
As before, I declare that I will continue my professional and civic mission, and today's incident will not affect my work.

Minsk, October 6, 2011
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