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Ria Novosti, news agency 
Section: World news 
The head of the institute, who published rating of Lukashenko, detained in Minsk

06/10/2011/16: 56

MINSK, October 6 - RIA Novosti, Olesya Luchaninova. Professor of Sociology, Director of the Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies Oleg Manaev was detained in the center of the Belarusian capital, according to RIA Novosti reports.

Manaev was passing the Victory Square when he was stopped by police and taken to the nearest police station.

The people who detained Manaev answered questions from RIA Novosti, saying that “they had been instructed to detain this person.”

Last week, the Institute published the results of their public opinion poll. According to those polls, the rating of the president of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko has fallen to historic lows.

According to published materials, "President Lukashenko's rating for the first nine months has decreased 2.5 times, reaching 20.5% - the lowest level in the entire 17-year history of public opinion monitoring by the Institute." 

It is also noted that March 2003 used to be the lowest rating of Lukashenko, and it was 26.2%.

In addition, according to the Institute, analysis of polling numbers has shown that Lukashenko's rating dropped due to the deteriorating economic situation in Belarus.

As Manaev explained during the arrest, he was supposed to hold a briefing for the diplomatic corps of the EU countries.
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