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HIST 2110: “Twentieth Century Global History (The Rise and fall of World Communism in 20th Century)”

Spring semester 2017

Class meets: Mondays from March 27 through April 24 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, room Knox 116 

Instructor:  Oleg Manaev

Email: manaev.oleg@gmail.com 

Credit Hours: 4

Prerequisites and Co-requisites: None

Course Description and Outcomes
'Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the past'

George Orwell, “1984”
The history of the globe has changed dramatically over the past one hundred and sixteen years. Although technology has provided with us the resources to access information, education, transportation, and medical care, it has also proven treacherous when used to perpetrate wars and violence. The 20th century proved itself to be one of the bloodiest in human history, and its most horrible cause was the world Communism system that impacted billions of people. Mass killings occurred under some Communist regimes during the 20th century with an estimated death toll numbering between 85 and 100 million. The highest death tolls that have been documented in communist states occurred in the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin, in the People's Republic of China under Mao Zedong, and in Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge. Despite Communism as the world system collapsed at the end of 20th century, in 21st century its legacy still alive not only in North Korea, Cuba and to some extent in China, but in various authoritarian regimes around the globe including Russia, Turkmenistan, Zimbabwe, Venezuela and some other countries. Experts and politicians speak today about “retreat of the world democracy”. To explain this phenomenon one should understand what the Communism system was: a myth, a dictatorship, or the unrealized eternal human dream of happiness? This course provides critical analysis of the world Communism in 20th century that helps students to understand this phenomenon.      
Core Outcomes:

This course covers an overview of the world Communism history in the twentieth century, its main aim is to provide students with a critical understanding of: 

· Origins/theoretical foundations of Communism.  

· The Rise of Soviet Communism in 1917-1985. 

· Main pillars of Communist/Totalitarian system: ideology, one party political system, planned economy, secret police/military, and propaganda.
· The Emergence of the World Communism. 
· The fall of the World Communism, and its Legacy in 21st century.  

University/College/Departmental Curricular Requirements Met. 

This class supports the undergraduate major in History. 
Program-level learning objectives that the course supports:

BA program: Students will demonstrate basic knowledge of, understanding of and the ability to apply History science principles.

Readings:
In this class you will work with primary sources and place them within their historical context. You will analyze and articulate opinions on secondary sources. The relationship between primary sources, the secondary sources, and class lectures will enable you to develop independent arguments about central historical questions. The following is a list of required readings:  

· Archie Brown, The Rise and Fall of Communism (HarperCollins e-book, 2009). 
· George Orwell, 1984 (Penguin, 1984).
*All other readings will be provided on Blackboard or in-class. Consult this syllabus for extra readings and instructions on where to access them.

Additional Resources:
All texts listed in the reading lists are available on-line:

Journal of Democracy (US), http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/ 

Russia Direct (Russia), http://www.russia-direct.org/  

Foreign Policy (US), https://foreignpolicy.com/
Global Voices, https://globalvoices.org
Meduza. The Real Russia Today (Russia), https://meduza.io/en/
Eurasianet, http://www.eurasianet.org/

The Jamestown Monitor (US), http://www.jamestown.org/programs/edm/

Johnson’s Russia List (US), http://www.russialist.org/
The Interpreter (US), a daily translation and analysis journal funded and presented by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, http://www.interpretermag.com/
Stratfor (US), https://www.stratfor.com/regions/former-soviet-union 

Pew Research (US), http://www.pewglobal.org/ 

Gallup (US), http://www.gallup.com/topic/europe.aspx 

Levada Center (Russia), http://www.levada.ru/eng/
IISEPS (Belarus), http://www.iiseps.org/lang/en 

Carnegie Moscow Center, New Eastern Europe, http://carnegie.ru/issues/?fa=59 

Carnegie Moscow Center, Putinology, http://carnegie.ru/issues/?fa=754
Human Rights Watch (US), https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech 

Freedom House (US), https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/freedom-press-2015 

Legatum Institute (US), http://www.li.com/
National Endowment for Democracy (US), http://www.ned.org/ 

Resurgent Dictatorship (US), http://www.resurgentdictatorship.org/ 

Required instructional technology: None.

Course time frame:

This course is taught during 5 weeks on Monday through two hours lectures, and two hours seminars including

· watching documentaries/films  
· talks by guest speakers
· class discussions/small group exercises
· PPP presentation of final paper on “Communist country case”.  

Guest speakers: 

Dr. Natalie Rice, Graduate Research Assistant, Global Security Policy Program, the Howard H. Baker Center for Public Policy, UTK

Dean Rice, Knox County Chief of Staff, Faculty at Communication Studies, and Global Security Fellow at the Institute for Nuclear Security, UTK. 
Course Policies

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes any attempt to obtain credit for academic work through fraudulent, deceptive, or dishonest means. Academic dishonesty is a violation of the King University Honor Code and the ideals it represents. Some forms of academic dishonesty include: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, plagiarism and unauthorized collaborations.  

King University Honor Code:  
On my honor, I pledge to abide by the King University policies described in the Student Handbook. I understand that students of King University are to be honest in words and actions, in particular, not to lie, cheat, plagiarize, or steal.  I pledge to conduct myself in a manner based on Christian values and to require the same of fellow students. I understand that a violation of this Honor Code may result in my appearance before the Honor Council.

*Academic Dishonesty and Academic Sanctions are addressed in detail in the King University Student Handbook. These sections are applicable to all King University courses and students.

Accommodation of Special Needs

Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations or other disability-related support services must file timely requests each semester with the Office of Learning and Disability Services for accommodations in course work. The University cannot make retroactive accommodations. The Office of Learning and Disability Services will issue accommodation letters that student must provide to his or her instructor(s) when seeking accommodations. These letters should be provided as much in advance of the needed accommodation as possible.  For more information, please contact the Director of Learning and Disability Services by emailing disability@king.edu or calling (423) 652-4303.

Assignments

Weekly Writing Assignment (25%):  This assignment requires you to address two questions provided by instructor of the following topics based on Archie Brown, “The Rise and Fall of Communism” (HarperCollins e-book, 2009). You will write a 2 page response paper and provide it to instructor at class room each next week. 

Class Discussions on documentary “Propaganda game”, and on George Orwell’s “1984” (20%): 
On week 3d you will participate in 30 minutes class discussion on documentary “Propaganda game”, and on week 4th – in 60 minutes discussion on George Orwell’s book “1984 following the questions provided by instructor on week 1st. I will draw from these during our discussions, and provide final grades to each student based on the thoughtfulness and synthetic nature of your question.   
Final Paper on “Communist country case” (20%) and its PPP presentation (15%) as a final examination: Final term paper on “Communist country case” is due on Wednesday April 19th, and its PPP presentation at the class room on 5th week (3d and 4th hours). The requirements for the paper and PPP presentation will be provided by instructor.      

Grading Policies

Student Assessment and Evaluation Methods. Grades will be based on the following elements:

	Regular attendance 
	20%

	Participation in class discussions on documentary “Propaganda game” (30 minutes), and on George Orwell’s “1984” (60 minutes)
	20%

	Weekly 2 page writing assignments (4 in total)
	25%

	Final paper and its PPP presentation
	35%


Attendance and Participation  
Students are expected to attend every class session and to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings and cases. The roll will be taken each session and attendance will be evaluated based on the proportion of classes missed. That score will then be adjusted up or down (1% per 1 hour) based on class participation. If students must miss class, they should email the instructor immediately and provide an explanation for the absence. Absences will be excused only for legitimate medical, legal or emergency reasons.   
Late Assignments

All assignments are due via email by midnight on the day specified.  Any late assignments will be penalized.  

Grading Scale: 

	A +
	98 – 100% 

	A 
	93 – 97% 

	A - 
	90 – 92% 

	B + 
	87 – 89% 

	B 
	83 – 86% 

	B - 
	80 – 82% 

	C + 
	77 – 79% 

	C 
	73 – 76% 

	C - 
	70 – 72% 

	D + 
	67 – 69% 

	D 
	63 – 66% 

	D - 
	60 – 62% 

	F 
	Less than 60% 


Course Schedule

1st week
1st hour
Introduction to the course. Origins/theoretical foundations of 

March 27
2d hour
Communism 

   

3d hour
Watching movie “1984”  



4th hour
Watching movie “1984”  

Providing weekly readings with 2 questions from: Archie Brown, “The Rise and Fall of Communism” (HarperCollins e-book, 2009), pp. 9-39;  

Providing questions for further discussion on George Orwell “1984” (Penguin, 1984), pp. 1-182.
Providing requirements for students’ final paper on “Communist country case” according to list of suggested countries – China, North Korea, Cambodia, Vietnam, Angola, Ethiopia, Cuba, Nicaragua, Poland, German Democratic Republic (deadline – Wednesday April 19), as well as its PPP presentation at the classroom PPP (Monday April 24)  

2d week
1st hour
Rise of Soviet Communism: 1917-1985 

April 3

2d hour
Rise of Soviet Communism: 1917-1985     



3d hour
Watching documentary The Last Bolshevik, directed by Chris   



4th hour
Marker, 1993, and Rise of the Communism and the Soviet Union 




(2009) 

Weekly readings with 2 questions from: Archie Brown, “The Rise and Fall of Communism” (HarperCollins e-book, 2009), pp. 101-114, 135-142, 193-203, 217-266, 398-418; and Oleg Manaev, “The Rise and Fall of Communism Through Biographical Documentaries”, Political Communication, 2002, No 3, 121-124. 

Turn in 2 page response paper to 2 questions provided with 1st readings 

3d week
1st hour
Main pillars of Communist/Totalitarian system: ideology, planned 

April 10 
2d hour
economy, one party political system, secret police/military, and 

propaganda; a case of North Korea
     
3d hour
Watching documentary “Propaganda game” and providing
4th hour
questions for follow-up discussion; 30 minutes discussion   

Weekly readings with 2 questions from: Archie Brown, “The Rise and Fall of Communism” (HarperCollins e-book, 2009), pp. 40-77, additional readings TBA 

Turn in 2 page response paper to 2 questions provided with 2d readings 

4th week
1st hour
Emergence of the World Communism 

April 17
2d hour
Guest speaker Natalie Manayeva Rice: Cold War overview      



3d hour
Guest speaker Dean Rice: experiencing Communist Poland 
  



4th hour 
Discussion on George Orwell’s “1984”

Weekly readings with 2 questions from: Archie Brown, “The Rise and Fall of Communism” (HarperCollins e-book, 2009), pp. 117-128, 132-134, 148-193, 210-216, 293-312, 332-356. 


Turn in 2 page response paper to 2 questions provided with 3d readings 

April 19
       

Final term paper on “Communist country case” due

5th week
1st hour
Fall of the World Communism, and its Legacy in 21st century 

April 24
2d hour
Watching CNN documentary “Tear down that wall”; my experience     



3d hour
Students’ PPP presentations on “Communist country case”      



4th hour 
on Russian tea party (Dr. Martin Dotterweich attended) 


Turn in 2 page response paper to 2 questions provided with 4th readings   

Electronic Devices Prohibited. The use of cell phones prohibited during class is strictly prohibited. Devices should be turned off. 

Communication of Announcements. Announcements will be sent via e-mail to students’ official King College e-mail address and/or posted on Blackboard. Reminder: Students are responsible for monitoring their King College e-mail address account and the course Blackboard site. 

Alteration of this Syllabus. The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter and/or amend this syllabus, as necessary. Students will be notified by email and/or Blackboard of any such revisions, alterations and/or amendments.  
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