Belarus has potential to contribute to stability in Europe, UK ambassador says
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Minsk, 14 June. Belarus has the needed potential to make an important

contribution to long-term stability in the European region, UK Ambassador

Rosemary Thomas told reporters in Minsk on June 14.

Belarus has a unique geographical position between Russia and the EU," she

said. "Our main task is to contribute to the development of closer relations

between Belarus and the European Union. At the same time, we continue

respecting Belarus' strategic relations with Russia and other CIS countries."

Speaking about political relations between the two countries, Ms. Thomas said that Britain welcomed "Belarus' involvement in the Eastern Partnership, as well as the Belarusian authorities' intention to hold a public hearing on the possibility of a moratorium on the death penalty."

Britain expects Belarus to make big progress in the sphere of political

liberalization, she said, adding that the UK was concerned about the prison

sentences given to Vawkavysk businessman Mikalay Awtukhovich and his

associate Uladzimir Asipenka, two new death sentences and recent pressure on prominent sociologist Aleh Manayev and activists of the "Tell the Truth!" campaign.
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