Letter to IISEPS partners

Dear Colleagues,

Please, take a look at my recent Statement published in various Belarusian and foreign media as a response to a new, much more brutal wave of repressions against IISEPS. This time Belarusian authorities focused their efforts on destroying the Institute’s network of interviewers – the most important element of the polling system initially built in 1992(http://www.old.iiseps.org/epoll.html)

Under the threat of criminal charge, which is a usual method of “convincing opponents” for Belarusian authorities, most of people including IISEPS ones are vulnerable and can not protect themselves. My major concern now is about them. Thus, my colleagues could not get contact with Eugene Kovalev, manager of the Institute’s network of interviewers, who was used as the main “unmasked” in Belarusian TV “special report”. For the moment none of his family’s phone responds.
This is clearly yet another attempt by the Belarusian authorities to intimidate and silence IISEPS. The timing of this smear campaign obviously coincides with upcoming parliamentary elections and is meant to rob from the Belarusian people access to valid and impartial public opinion polls on the most pressing issues facing that nation. Understanding the views shared by Belarusians gives Belarusian voters a window into the heart of their society and educates them as they prepare to vote. This is precisely why this government chose now to shutter that window and silence the electorate.

Western governments will see this for what it is and it will serve as yet another indication that Belarusian authorities have little interest in supporting the tenants of a free and civil society.

Let me be very clear, the future of IISEPS is not the most pressing matter to me. Rather, it is the future of the Belarusian people. For over twenty years the Belarusian people have waited for their government led by President Lukashenko to move the economy and society into a prosperous future. Instead, two generations of hard working patriotic citizens have watched corrupt politicians entrench their personal power and increase their personal fortunes while ignoring opportunities for the nation to rise to its true potential.

Those who will be most harmed by the slandering of IISEPS are the people who have suffered the most under a weak economy made so by corrupt officials desperate to cling to power.

Anyway, it is clear that IISEPS network of interviewers is destroyed – after almost 25 years of its effective use for making the Belarusian people’s voice heard inside and outside the country. I am not sure we’ll succeed to restore it under existing circumstances. In future we could try to start building a new system for phone polling but taking in mind existing political environment and political culture it will be very difficult – if possible at all – to conduct polling on important public and political issues. However, IISEPS team will do its best to find others ways to continue its activities and fulfill its mission (contributing to media and producing analytical and policy papers in Belarus, organizing seminars and conferences abroad and so on). 

Sincerely yours,

Prof. Dr. Oleg Manaev

Founder of IISEPS         
August 5, 2016                    

