Statement with regards to EU and US Ambassadors’ visit to IISEPS

Last months IISEPS faces massive pressure from the Belarusian authorities. At first – various letters from the Ministry of Justice with different claims, one part of witch had formal and other just absurd character. Before October referendum Director of IISEPS Professor Manaev was invited for talk by the Minister of Justice, who showed him an official conclusion for the Supreme Court about liquidation of the Institute for "various violations". At the end of November he was invited to the Public Prosecutor Office, where he was questioned about circumstances of public opinion polls conducted by The Gallup Organization/Baltic Surveys during recent general elections and referendum. A week ago – night search conducted by KGB in the private apartment rented by IISEPS Depute Director A. Sosnov, where Institute’s analysts meet and have scientific discussions. Two days later – visit of local police to the same apartment as because of “the neighbors’ complaints”. Now we could expect participation of the Security Council and Army - and we’ll get "the whole complete" of the Belarusian force structures expressed so unusual interest to the Institute with less than 10 people in staff. 
What is the reason – IISEPS just conducts scientific research, publishes bulletins and books, organizes conferences and seminars, has been never taken part in politics, and is not going to do this? The reason is clear – we study what Belarusians think about their life, and introduce their opinion to themselves. And last time their opinion is getting more and more different from the official one. The most clear example – the results of recent referendum. According to the official data 80% of voters voted in favor of changing the Constitution, but according to the independent research centers data – less then half of voters. Instead of to take into account public opinion, to know public interests, and to solve public problems, Belarusian authorities try to shut down those who study and publicizes this opinion. Uninformed and dumb society is easier to govern. But recent events in neighbor Ukraine show that the public in no country will keep silence and wait for changes forever. 
The war against civil society that, in fact, Belarusian authorities started to stop inevitable changes in the country, led to concerns not only among Belarusians but among international community as well. Not just our foreign colleagues-researchers and analysts but US and EU countries Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassadors came here today to express their solidarity and support. May be official propaganda will call this visit "unfriendly act" or even "interference to the internal affairs of the sovereign state". We declare just now that it is not truth. In fact visa versa, this visit clearly demonstrates that international community does not leave Belarusian alone with their own problems, it knows that people who want changes are not in minority any more but in majority in their country. It knows and is ready to help them. IISEPS expresses sincere gratitude to our guests and promises to follow further our mission – to promote values of democracy, market economy, civil society and human rights through social research in Belarus.  
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