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PSCI 2010: United States Government


Fall semester 2017

Class meets: Wednesdays from November 1 through 29, 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, room Knox 116 

Instructor:  Oleg Manaev

Email: manaev.oleg@gmail.com 

Credit Hours: 4

Prerequisites and Co-requisites: None

Catalog Course Description: This interdisciplinary course addresses such basic questions as: Who has power in the United States?  How are decisions made?  Can we make a difference? Political philosophers contributed to the Founders’ ideas are considered. The course broadly surveys the American political system focusing on the history of its founding, major government institutions, and political processes. Both theoretical and practical issues are considered.

Program and/or Core Outcomes: 

· Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view

· Learning to apply course material (to improve thinking, problem solving, and decisions)

· Gaining a basic understanding of the subject (e.g. factual knowledge, methods, principles, generalizations, theories).
Course Outcomes:

· Understand the basic theories and concepts in the field of American Politics

· Recall the historical evolution of the United States Government

· Analyze domestic policy in light of political theories discussed in this course

· Effectively communicate arguments regarding theories, concepts and policies

· Understand how the United States Government is designed to function

University/College/Departmental Curricular Requirements Met. 

This class supports the undergraduate major in Political Science. 
Program-level learning objectives that the course supports:

BA program: Students will demonstrate basic knowledge of, understanding of and the ability to apply Political science principles.

Readings:
In this class you will work with primary sources and place them within their historical context. You will analyze and articulate opinions on secondary sources. The relationship between primary sources, the secondary sources, and class lectures will enable you to develop independent arguments about central historical questions. The following is a required reading:  

· Benjamin Ginsburg, Theodore Lowi, Margaret Weir, and Caroline Tolbert.  We the People: An Introduction to American Politics. Ninth Essentials Edition.  W.W. Norton and Co. 2013*. 
*All other readings will be provided on Blackboard or in-class. Consult this syllabus for extra readings and instructions on where to access them.

Additional Resources:
Websites for general political information include  

The Huffington Post, www.huffingtonpost.com
Politico, www.politico.com
The Real Clear Politics, www.realclearpolitics.com 

Roll Call, www.rollcall.com
Rock the Vote, www.rockthevote.org 

Visit the Library of Congress’s “The Making of the U.S. Constitution” page http://memory.loc.gov.ammem/amlaw/ac001/lawpres.html 
The White House, www.whitehouse.gov/our-government/executive-branch 

Course time frame:

This course is taught during 5 weeks on Wednesday through two hours lectures, and two hours seminars including

· watching documentaries/films  
· talks by guest speakers
· class discussions/small group exercises
· PPP presentations.  

Guest speakers: 

· Dr. Michael Fitzgerald, Professor at the Department of Political Science, UTK

· Dean Rice, Knox County Mayor Chief of Staff, Faculty at Communication Studies, and Global Security Fellow at the Institute for Nuclear Security, UTK. 
Course Policies

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes any attempt to obtain credit for academic work through fraudulent, deceptive, or dishonest means. Academic dishonesty is a violation of the King University Honor Code and the ideals it represents. Some forms of academic dishonesty include: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, plagiarism and unauthorized collaborations.  

King University Honor Code*:  
On my honor, I pledge to abide by the King University policies described in the Student Handbook. I understand that students of King University are to be honest in words and actions, in particular, not to lie, cheat, plagiarize, or steal.  I pledge to conduct myself in a manner based on Christian values and to require the same of fellow students. I understand that a violation of this Honor Code may result in my appearance before the Honor Council.

*Academic Dishonesty and Academic Sanctions are addressed in detail in the King University Student Handbook. These sections are applicable to all King University courses and students.

Accommodation of Special Needs

Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations or other disability-related support services must file timely requests each semester with the Office of Learning and Disability Services for accommodations in course work. The University cannot make retroactive accommodations. The Office of Learning and Disability Services will issue accommodation letters that student must provide to his or her instructor(s) when seeking accommodations. These letters should be provided as much in advance of the needed accommodation as possible.  For more information, please contact the Director of Learning and Disability Services by emailing disability@king.edu or calling (423) 652-4303.

Assignments

Four Weekly Writing Assignments (60%): This assignment requires you to address the issues provided by instructor of the weekly topics based on Benjamin Ginsburg, Theodore Lowi, Margaret Weir, and Caroline Tolbert.  We the People: An Introduction to American Politics (Ninth Essentials Edition. W.W. Norton and Co. 2013). You will write a 2 page (min 1000 words) response paper and provide it to instructor at class room each next week. 

Power point presentation with following discussion (20%): This assignment requires you to prepare approx. 10 min Power point multi-media presentation about most influential U.S. president (the list of presidents will be provided by instructor), and deliver it during week 2 class. 
Regular Class Attendance and Active Participation (20%): This assignment requires your regular attendance and active participation in a class discussions/small group exercises.
Grading Policies

Student Assessment and Evaluation Methods. Grades will be based on the following elements:

	Regular attendance and active participation
	20%

	Weekly 2 page writing assignments (4 in total)
	60%

	Power point multi-media presentation 
	20%


Class Attendance and Participation  
Students are expected to attend every class session and to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings and cases. The roll will be taken each session and attendance will be evaluated based on the proportion of classes missed. That score will then be adjusted up or down (1% per 1 hour, max 20%) based on class participation. If students must miss class, they should email the instructor immediately and provide an explanation for the absence. Absences will be excused only for legitimate medical, legal or emergency reasons.   
Late Assignments

All assignments are due via email by noon on the day specified. Any late assignments will be penalized.  

Grading Scale: 
	Total Score
	Course Grade
	Value

	98-100 points
	A+
	4.0

	93-97 points
	A
	4.0

	90-92 points
	A-
	3.7

	87-89.99 points
	B+ 
	3.3

	83-86 points
	B
	3.0

	80-82 points
	B-
	2.7

	77-79 points
	C+
	2.3

	73-76 points
	C
	2.0

	70-72 points
	C-
	1.7

	67-69 points
	D+
	1.3

	63-66 points
	D
	1.0

	60-62 points
	D-
	0.7

	Below 60 points
	F
	0.0


Course Schedule

1st week
1st hour
Lecture: Introduction to the course. America’s Founding and the        November 1
2d hour 
Constitution: the history 


3d hour
Viewing of documentary: History Channel, America, the story of US, 4th hour
episode 1 and 2

Reading: Book Ch. 2, pp. 29-59, available on BB 

Assignment 1: write a 2-page essay about how did events of early American history shape and influence modern US politics and government. Submit via email by due by 3 week class time.   

Assignment 2: prepare approx. 10 min Power point multi-media presentation about a U.S. president (the list of presidents will be provided), the presentation will be delivered during week 2 class
2d week
1st hour
Lecture: The Presidency, Guest lecturer – Prof. Michael Fitzgerald 
November 8
2d hour
Lecture: The Presidency, Guest lecturer – Prof. Michael Fitzgerald      

3d hour
Students’ presentations on most influential US presidents with

4th hour
following discussions
Reading: book Ch. 10, pp. 309-333, available on BB 

3d week
1st hour
Lecture: The Supreme Court 

November 15 
2d hour
Lecture: The Supreme Court  


3d hour
Viewing of documentary: Supreme Court (PBS)
4th hour
Viewing of documentary: Supreme Court (PBS)    

Reading: book Ch. 12, pp. 364-393, available on BB 

Assignment 3: write a 2 page essay on the following: “From 1947 to 2017, the Supreme Court expanded the meaning of civil
rights and civil liberties. Use the library and the Internet to
research Court decisions made during this time that involved issues
such as saluting the flag, school busing, self-incrimination, right to
counsel, and others (choose one issue). Develop a report of each Court decision related to selected issue and complete with a brief history of the case, and an analysis on the impact of the decisions.” Submit via email by Week 4 class time. 

4th week

November 22


Thanksgiving holiday – no classes
5th week
1st hour
Lecture: The Congress  

November 29
2d hour
Lecture: The Congress   
3d hour
Viewing a documentary: PBS Ken Burns “Congress” 


  
4th hour 
Viewing a documentary: “NBC Taking the Hill: Inside Congress”
Reading: book Ch. 9, pp. 268-305, and an article “The Disturbing 

Paradox of Presidential Power” at September/October 2017 issue of Foreign Policy (due week 6 class), available on BB
Assignment 4: write a 2 page essay about major structural (chambers, constituencies, types of committees, majority/minority leaders, whips etc.) and procedural (impeachment, logrolling, oversight, filibuster, veto, cloture etc.) features of the Congress supported by historical examples. Submit via email by Week 6 class time. 

6th week
1st hour
Lecture: Elections and Voting by Guest lecturer – Dean Rice 

December 6
2d hour
Lecture: Elections and Voting by Guest lecturer – Dean Rice  

3d hour
Viewing a documentary: “Yes we can: the Barak Obama story”

4th hour 
Class small group debates on “The Disturbing Paradox of Presidential Power”
Reading: book Ch. 7, pp. 196-216, available on BB 

Assignment 5: write a 2 page essay about how the issues related to elections and political persuasion discussed by the guest lecturer are reflected in the documentary “Yes we can: the Barak Obama story” (due December 8).
Electronic Devices Prohibited. The use of cell phones prohibited during class is strictly prohibited. Devices should be turned off. 

Communication of Announcements. Announcements will be sent via e-mail to students’ official King College e-mail address and/or posted on Blackboard. Reminder: Students are responsible for monitoring their King College e-mail address account and the course Blackboard site. 

Alteration of this Syllabus. The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter and/or amend this syllabus, as necessary. Students will be notified by email and/or Blackboard of any such revisions, alterations and/or amendments.  
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