Dear Colleagues,
After the airing of a program “Primate IISEPS” on Belarus state-run TV on August 1, 2016 (http://www.belta.by/society/view/eksperty-o-nisepi-fabrika-podloga-203967-2016) and further media “exposures” charged IISEPS in polling data fabrication I appealed to the World Association for Public Opinion Research (WAPOR http://wapor.org/) with request to perform an examination of IISEPS public opinion polls. Over the past 65 years this professional society unites hundreds of public opinion professionals from over 50 countries, and is the highest authority in the field. WAPOR’s Executive Council charged an ad-hoc committee to investigate the allegations (similar work was recently done for Levada Center in Russia as well). A few days ago WAPOR’ Press release was published at its official Web site http://wapor.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/WAPOR-Dec-20-Press-Release.pdf. 
As one could see from this document, it is not IISEPS but Belarusian state-run TV and standing behind it special services who use fabrication, outdoor lie and the threat of criminal prosecution to discredit independent sociology and public opinion dissenting from the official one. The only one WAPOR’ remark to IISEPS was “the need to document how opinions polls are conducted, i.e. to keep detailed information on the work of supervisors and interviewers, including information on sample members, contacts that are made and their results, refusal rates and response rates, etc.” However, under existing circumstances IISEPS could not keep such documents more than a few weeks just because Belarusian special services could use them for repression against those who took part in polling. Unfortunately, these circumstances too much differ from democratic countries where compliance with such requirements is the professional standard. 

Although WAPOR Statement will not help to restore the IISEPS polls it protects their reputation, and finally, the very public opinion in Belarus that they expressed.
Because your organization was dealing with IISEPS many years I guess you might be interested in this information (as well reaction in Belarus http://naviny.by/new/20161224/1482563273-manaev-ne-nisepi-bt-i-specsluzhby-ispolzuyut-lozh-dlya-diskreditacii). 
Sincerely yours,
Prof. Oleg Manaev

Founder of IISEPS 
December 22, 2016
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