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Brief course description:

Course annotation
This course is designed for the 4th grade students of the Bachelor Program “Media and Communication“, Specialization “Mass Communication and Journalism”, and devoted to studies of interaction of independent social research (think tanks) and independent media. In the West, and first of all in the USA media independence has got theoretical grounds and practical implementation decades ago. However, its understanding is constantly evolving (from «Four Theories of the Press» by Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm, 1956 to «Comparing Media Systems: Three Models of Media and Politics» by Hallin and Mancini, 2004). After WWII independent research centers (think tanks) started developing so fast, and its role in social process was growing so impressively, particularly in the USA, that some experts began to call them “Fifth Estate” (after “Fourth Estate”, i.e. mass media) (Craufurd, 1996, McGann, 2000). In the Post-Communist countries think tanks started developing only after collapse of Communism in late 1980s – early 1990s. But their role in public-political and social-economic processes has been growing very fast. Due to proximity of their social functions, i.e. cognition and influencing the society, their cooperation plays extremely important role in democracy development. However, in Belarus their development and social role have various peculiarities that will be discussed in the proposed course (mainly in cases of the Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies and Belarusian Think Tanks Association). Course aims: 

· To widen and deepen knowledge that students got from previous courses in Sociology and Communication (and Public Relations to some extend);

· To examine evolution of theory and practice of mass media and think tanks in the West;

· Because this is not just a course but master-class special focus will be made on peculiarities of media and think tanks development and cooperation in the Republic of Belarus, using independent media, IISEPS and BTT experience;

· To provide not just a necessary knowledge on the subject but a peculiar training on conducting research projects and using its results in media. Significant part of the course devoted to educational/training independent research project: students themselves choose a topic, work out a research program and methodology, conduct a field-work, possess the data, write a final analytics, and make its PPP presentation and discussion in the class room.

Expected results:
Upon completing this course students expected to know:
· Modern theories of media development  
· Peculiarities of independent media and think tanks development in transition society  
· Ways of independent media and think tanks cooperation for democracy development. 

Upon completing this course students expected to be able:
· To work out a program, to use appropriate methods, and independently conduct empirical social research project;

· To write analytics based on the results of such research for use in mass communication and political process;
· To cooperate with independent think tanks (if students present media) and mass media (if students present think tanks). 


Teaching methods: 


Lectures, seminars (completed with writing a final assignment/test), colloquia, conducting of independent research project, writing a final analytics, its presentation and discussion in the class room, as well as consulting.

The course’s core is studying of independent media and think tanks theory and practice, and their cooperation for democracy, as well as conducting independent research project on the appropriate themes. Students’ knowledge and skills will be evaluated by working out program and methodology of their research projects, a final analytic paper for media publication and its presentation in a class-room. Usage of additional literature on media and think tanks, as well as conducting social research is strongly recommended (in particular, for conducting independent research project). Texts and other materials (or appropriate links) for required reading are displayed by teacher at the EHU Moodle – http://moodle.ehu.lt, IISEPS and BTT documents – by inquiry.

Course’ format:

The proposed course includes working out a program and methodology for independent research project in Word format (as a 1st control paper), its presentation in PPP in a class-room (as a 2nd control paper), as well as writing a final analytic paper in Word format for media publication (equal to a final essay) and its presentation in PPP in a class-room.  

Seminars will be devoted to discussing the appropriate texts and case studies.  

Final independent research project should include working out the appropriate program and methodology, a field work, writing a final analytic paper for media publication, and its presentation in a class-room. Students supposed to use knowledge theories, methodologies and skills they got in a class-room. A final paper will be evaluated, on the one hand, by standards of sociological research, an on the other – by standards of mass media. 

Research program, methodology and final analytic paper should be presented to teacher before the proposed deadline by e-mail. 
Plagiarism, i.e. using materials from other authors without references to quoted sources should be avoided under any circumstances. Such papers get only negative assessments.

Deadline for presenting a final analytic paper in Word format is January 6, 2014.  

Final evaluation is a cumulative and includes student's show up at a class-room, activity at seminars, quality and timeliness of control papers, as well as their presentation at a class-room. Knowledge and skills are evaluated by the following criteria:  
· Missing classes from 10% до 20% - minus 1 point, 20% and more – decision  on access to the exam is made by the Bachelor  Program  Dean;

· Results of participation in discussions at seminars and colloquia - 50% (contribution to final evaluation);

· Results of independent research project (including working out a research program and methodology, conducting a field-work, writing a final analytics, and its presentation and discussion in the class room) - 50% (contribution to final evaluation).

Exam: в спорных случаях (например, при недостаточной активности студента во время прохождения курса, или при подозрении в плагиате при написании письменных работ, или для тех студентов, которые по каким-то причинам не могут выполнить стандартные требования к прохождению курса) предусматривается сдача устного экзамена. При этом  собеседование будет проходить по всем темам курса. Без выполнение итоговой НИР студенты к экзамену не допускаются. Максимальная оценка, которую можно получить за экзамен - 8. 

В случае предоставления оцениваемой самостоятельной работу на проверку позже обозначенного дедлайна применяются следующие правила снижения оценки за работу: 

– в случае предоставления работы с опозданием до 1 недели оценка за работу снижается на 1 балл;

- в случае предоставления работы с опозданием до 2 недель оценка за работу снижается на 2 балла;

- по окончании 2-й недели после установленного дедлайна задание закрывается для всех студентов.

Данное правило не применяется, если будет доказано, что студент(-ка) по уважительным причинам не смог(-ла) своевременно сдать отчетную работу. 

Оценка и сопровождающий ее аргументированный комментарий направляется студенту(-ке) в срок до 10 дней с момента предоставления студентом(-кой) оцениваемой самостоятельной работы. Данная норма распространяется и на работы, предоставленные студентами с опозданием.

Итоговая оценка по учебному курсу  выводится только в том случае, если студент(-ка) по результатам текущей и промежуточной аттестации получил(-а)  оценки (от 1 до 10 баллов) по всем  видам работ,  предусмотренным учебной программой курса. При  этом студент(-ка) не допускается к экзамену (промежуточной аттестации) по соответствующей дисциплине, если средняя оценка текущей аттестации по курсу, рассчитанная в соответствии с формулой, установленной программой курса, не будет положительной. 

Thematic Plan

	Theme №


	Course/Lecture Theme
	
	Hours number

	
	
	Lectures
	Practical work
	Seminars
	Essay (final analytic paper)
	Control papers 
	Office time
	Students Individual Work

	1
	Lecture/seminar: Evolution of media theory and practice in the West    
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	2
	Lecture/seminar: Evolution of think tanks theory and practice in the West
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	3
	Lecture/seminar: Development of independent media and think atnks in Post-Communist countries
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	4
	Lecture/seminar: Peculiarities of society development in the Post-Communist Belarus 
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	5
	Lecture/seminar: Development of independent media in the Republic of Belarus
	4
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	6
	Lecture/seminar: Development of independent social research/think tanks in the Republic of Belarus
	4
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	7
	Lecture/seminar: «Spiral of Silence» in Belarusian public opinion
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	8
	Lecture/seminar: Cooperation of think and media in the Republic of Belarus
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	9
	Lecture/seminar: «Between Scylla and Charybdis»: problems of objectivity/neutrality in media and think tanks activity
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	10
	Lecture/seminar: Prospects for democratic transformation in the Republic of Belarus: role of independent media and think tanks
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	4

	11
	Working out a Program and Methodology for the independent research project
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	8

	12
	Presentation of a Program and Methodology for the independent research project
	
	
	10
	
	1
	
	

	13
	Conducting the independent research project
	
	
	
	
	
	
	28

	14
	Writing and presentation of a final analytic paper for media publication
	
	
	12
	1
	
	
	12

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Office time:
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	

	
	Total:
	24
	
	42
	1
	2
	6
	88


Readings

Mandatory:
1. Hallin, D. and P. Mancini. Comparing Media Systems: Three Models of Media and Politics, Cambridge University Press, 2004, 332 pages.
2. Peter Gross and Karol Jakubowicz, eds., Media Transformations in the Post—Communist world: Eastern Europe’s Tortured Path to Change, New York, Lexington Books, 2012, 301 pages. 

3. McGann, J. “Survey of Think Tanks: A Summary Report”. Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program. Foreign Policy Research Institute. August 2007.  

4. Krastev, I. Post-communist think tanks: making and faking influence. In: Stone, D. (ed.), Banking on Knowledge, Routledge, London and New York, 2000, pp. 142-161.  

5. Manaev, O., N. Manayeva and D. Yuran, “More State than Nation: Lukashenko’s Belarus”, in Journal of International Affairs, 2011, Vol. 65, No 1 (Inside Authoritarian State), pp. 93-113.

6. Manaev, O., N. Manayeva and D. Yuran, “Spiral of Silence” in Election Campaigns in Post-Communist Society: the case of Belarus”, in International Journal of Market Research, 2010, Vol. 52, No 3, pp. 319-338.

7. Диксон, П. Фабрики мысли. Москва: Прогресс, 1976, 452 с.

8. Справочник независимых научно-исследовательских и аналитических центров Беларуси. Под ред. О. Манаева. Минск: БФМ, 2000, 121 с. 

9. Независимые исследования в независимой Беларуси: в борьбе за реальность. Под ред. Олега Манаева, Новосибирск: Водолей, 2004, 416 с.
10. Арон, Р. Профессор среди бури (1959-1969). В: Мемуары. 50 лет размышлений о политике. Москва: Ладомир, 2002 г. сс. 368-575. 

11. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.  
12. Будущее Беларуси: взгляд независимых экспертов. Под ред Олега Манаева, Невский простор, 2012, 534 с.   

Recommended 

1. Siebert F., T. Peterson, and W. Schramm. Four Theories of the Press, University of Illinois Press, 1963, 168 pages.
2. McGann, J. Think Tanks and Policy Advice in the United States: Academics, advisors and advocates. New York: Routledge, 2007, 264 pages. 

3. Pro et Contra. Политики и эксперты. Москва, 2003, т. 8, N 2, 293 с.

4. Ядов В.А. Социологическое исследование: методология, программа, методы, М.: 2003. http://socioline.ru/pages/yadov-va-sotsiologicheskoe-issledovanie-metodologiya-programmametody
5. Ноэль-Нойман Э. Общественное мнение. Открытие спирали молчания /Э. Ноэль-Нойман. – М.: Прогресс-Академия, Весь мир, 1996, 351 с.

6. Джефкинс Ф., Ядин Д. Паблик рилейшнз. Москва: ЮНИТИ-ДАНА, 2003, 416 с.

7. СМИ в Беларуси – 2012. Минск: БАЖ, 2013. http://baj.by/sites/default/files/monitoring_pdf/SMI_v_Belarusi_2011_BY.pdf
Web resources:

1. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
2. Web site Министерства информации Республики Беларусь: www.mininform.gov.by
3. Web site Белорусской ассоциации журналистов: www.baj.ru
4. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
5. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра  http://www.beroc.by/ 

6. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 

7. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
8. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
9. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 
10. Web site Belarus Security Blog: http://www.bsblog.info/
11. Web site BIRAT: http://sympa-by.eu/ru/bipart/research 

Course Outline (according to thematic plan)

Theme 1: Evolution of media theory and practice in the West    
Lection
Content: 
Course's aims, tasks and content. How and why understanding of media independence has evolved in the West, first of all in the US? Brief analysis of theoretical foundations and practical implementation of media independence – from «Four Theories of the Press» by Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm, 1956 to «Comparing Media Systems: Three Models of Media and Politics» by Hallin and Mancini, 2004 – the most popular and basic readings at the US Schools of Journalism and Communication.   

Seminar 1:
· Identifying media systems in Post-Communist countries based on «Four Theories of the Press» and «Three Models of Media and Politics” argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). 

Readings: 
1. Siebert F., T. Peterson, and W. Schramm. Four Theories of the Press, University of Illinois Press, 1963, 168 pages.
2. Hallin, D. and P. Mancini. Comparing Media Systems: Three Models of Media and Politics, Cambridge University Press, 2004, 332 pages.

3. Peter Gross and Karol Jakubowicz, eds., Media Transformations in the Post—Communist world: Eastern Europe’s Tortured Path to Change, New York, Lexington Books, 2012, 301 pages 
Theme 2: Evolution of think tanks theory and practice in the West     
Lection

Content: 

How and why independent research centers (think tanks) has emerged and evolved in the West, first of all in the US? What is their peculiarities compare with traditional social research? Brief analysis of evolution of their role in social processes: why experts – after “the fourth estate” (mass media) began to call them “the fifth estate” (Craufurd, 1996, McGann, 2000)?

Seminar 2:
· Presentation and discussion of peculiarities of leading Western think tanks, like RAND Corporation, Brookings Institute, Heritage Foundation, CATO Institute, Chatham House and other, argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). 

Readings: 
1. McGann, J. Think Tanks and Policy Advice in the United States: Academics, advisors and advocates. New York: Routledge, 2007, 264 pages. 

2. McGann, J. “Survey of Think Tanks: A Summary Report”. Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program. Foreign Policy Research Institute. August 2007.  

3. Диксон, П. Фабрики мысли. Москва: Прогресс, 1976, 452 с.

Theme 3: Development of independent media and think tanks in Post-Communist countries

Lection
Content: 


How and why independent mass media and research centers (think tanks) have emerged and evolved in the Post-Communist countries? What is their peculiarities compare with similar processes in the West? What models they conform to? What is their role in democracy development? How their cooperation in this process occurs?

Seminar 3:
· Presentation and discussion of peculiarities of leading mass media and think tanks in Post-Communist countries, as well as their role in democratic development, first of all Belarus neighbors, argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). 

Readings: 
1. McGann, J. “Survey of Think Tanks: A Summary Report”. Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program. Foreign Policy Research Institute. August 2007.  

2. Krastev, I. Post-communist think tanks: making and faking influence. In: Stone, D. (ed.), Banking on Knowledge, Routledge, London and New York, 2000, pp. 142-161.  

3. Pro et Contra. Политики и эксперты. Москва, 2003, т. 8, N 2, 293 с.

Theme 4: Peculiarities of society development in Post-Communist Belarus
Lection
Content: 

How society has been developing since Belarus gained independence? What is its peculiarities compare with similar processes in other Post-Communist countries? Special attention is devoted evolution of Belarusian public opinion (mostly based on IISEPS two decades experience) because independent media and think tanks mainly influence public opinion.

Seminar 4:
· Analysis and discussion of actual public-political and social-economic processes in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, for example, recent general elections) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).  

Readings: 
1. Manaev, O., N. Manayeva and D. Yuran, “More State than Nation: Lukashenko’s Belarus”, in Journal of International Affairs, 2011, Vol. 65, No 1 (Inside Authoritarian State), pp. 93-113.

2. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

3. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
4. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
5. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра:  http://www.beroc.by/ 

6. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 
7. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
8. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
9. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 
Theme 5: Development of independent media in the Republic of Belarus

Lection
Content: 


How independent mass media are developing in the Republic of Belarus? What are the peculiarities of this process (political, legal, economic, and professional)? How do they influence the society development? What models they conform to?     

Seminar 5:
· Presentation and discussion of peculiarities (political, legal, economic, and professional) of leading independent media in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, such media as “Narodnaya Volya”, “Nasha Niva”, “Svobodnye Novosti-plus”, “Belorusskaya Gazeta”, “Belorusy I Rynok”, BelaPan, TUT.BY and others), argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). 
Readings: 
1. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

2. СМИ в Беларуси – 2012. Минск: БАЖ, 2012. http://baj.by/sites/default/files/monitoring_pdf/SMI_v_Belarusi_2012_BY.pdf 
3. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
4. Web site Министерства информации Республики Беларусь: www.mininform.gov.by
5. Web site Белорусской ассоциации журналистов: www.baj.ru
Theme 6: Development of independent social research/think tanks in the Republic of Belarus

Lection
Content: 


How independent social research/think tanks are developing in the Republic of Belarus? What are the peculiarities of this process (political, legal, economic, and professional)? How do they influence the society development? What models they conform to? What are the differences of this process compare with other countries, including Belarus neighbors?       

Seminar 6:
· Analysis and discussion of peculiarities (political, legal, economic, and professional) of independent social research/think tanks development in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, such think tanks as IISEPS, NOVAK, BISS, Analytic Center “Strategy”, BEROC, “Our Opinion”, Center for European Transformation and others) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).  

Readings: 
1. Справочник независимых научно-исследовательских и аналитических центров Беларуси. Под ред. О. Манаева. Минск: БФМ, 2000, 121 с. 

2. Независимые исследования в независимой Беларуси: в борьбе за реальность. Под ред. Олега Манаева, Новосибирск: Водолей, 2004, 416 с.

3. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.  

4. Будущее Беларуси: взгляд независимых экспертовю Под ред Олега Манаева, Невский простор, 2012, 534 с.   

5. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
6. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
7. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра: http://www.beroc.by/ 

8. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 

9. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
10. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
11. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 

Theme 7: “Spiral of silence” in Belarusian public opinion 

Lection
Content: 


What is a “Spiral of silence” in public opinion? How does it relate to independent media and think tanks activity? Why is so important for democracy development? How this phenomenon is presented in the Republic of Belarus? What are its peculiarities?

Seminar 7:
· Analysis and discussion of peculiarities in public opinion in the Republic of Belarus, as well as media and think tanks role in this process (probably, in “case study” format, for example, election and important information campaigns) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).  

Readings: 
1. Ноэль-Нойман Э. Общественное мнение. Открытие спирали молчания /Э. Ноэль-Нойман. – М.: Прогресс-Академия, Весь мир, 1996, 351 с.

2. Manaev, O., N. Manayeva and D. Yuran, “Spiral of Silence” in Election Campaigns in Post-Communist Society: the case of Belarus”, in International Journal of Market Research, 2010, Vol. 52, No 3, pp. 319-338.

3. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

4. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
5. Web site Министерства информации Республики Беларусь: www.mininform.gov.by
6. Web site Белорусской ассоциации журналистов: www.baj.ru
Theme 8: Cooperation of think tanks and media in the Republic of Belarus 

Lection
Content: 


Why mass media are dealing with independent social research/think tanks? Why it is so important for democracy development? How this cooperation is presented in the Republic of Belarus? What are its peculiarities (political, legal, economic, and professional)? What are the differences compare with other countries, including Belarus neighbors? How mass communication, social research and public relations connected in this process? What media and communication specialist should know and be able for effective participation in this process?      

Seminar 8:
· Analysis and discussion of peculiarities of independent media and think tanks cooperation in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, taking examples of different media and think tanks or important election/information campaigns) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).  

Readings: 
1. Справочник независимых научно-исследовательских и аналитических центров Беларуси. Под ред. О. Манаева. Минск: БФМ, 2000, 121 с. 

2. Независимые исследования в независимой Беларуси: в борьбе за реальность. Под ред. Олега Манаева, Новосибирск: Водолей, 2004, 416 с.

3. Ядов В.А. Социологическое исследование: методология, программа, методы, М.: 2003. http://socioline.ru/pages/yadov-va-sotsiologicheskoe-issledovanie-metodologiya-programmametody
4. Джефкинс Ф., Ядин Д. Паблик рилейшнз. Москва: ЮНИТИ-ДАНА, 2003, 416 с.

5. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

6. Олег Манаев. Сотворение будущего Беларуси: роль независимых исследований. В кн.: Будущее Беларуси: взгляд независимых экспертов. Под ред Олега Манаева, Невский простор, 2012, сс. 342-374.  

7. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
8. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
9. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра  http://www.beroc.by/ 

10. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 

11. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
12. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
13. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 

Theme 9: «Between Scylla and Charybdis»: problems of objectivity/neutrality in media and think tanks activity 

Lection
Content: 


What are the most important challenges for independent media and think tanks cooperation? What are their internal and external threats? When and how a problem of objectivity/neutrality in journalists and experts activity (its political, legal and professional aspects) arises? What is a role of politics in this problem? Why it is so important for democracy development? How this problem is presented in the Republic of Belarus? What media and communication specialist should know and be able for “passing between these Scylla and Charybdis»?   

Seminar 9:
Presentation and discussion of peculiarities of a problem of objectivity/neutrality in independent media and think tanks activity in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, taking examples of different media and think tanks or important election/information campaigns) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).   

Readings: 
1. Krastev, I. Post-communist think tanks: making and faking influence. In: Stone, D. (ed.), Banking on Knowledge, Routledge, London and New York, 2000, pp. 142-161.  

2. Независимые исследования в независимой Беларуси: в борьбе за реальность. Под ред. Олега Манаева, Новосибирск: Водолей, 2004, 416 с.

3. Pro et Contra. Политики и эксперты. Москва, 2003, т. 8, N 2, 293 с.

4. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

5. Арон, Р. Профессор среди бури (1959-1969). В: Мемуары. 50 лет размышлений о политике. Москва: Ладомир, 2002 г. сс. 368-575. 

6. Олег Манаев. Сотворение будущего Беларуси: роль независимых исследований. В кн.: Будущее Беларуси: взгляд независимых экспертов. Под ред Олега Манаева, Невский простор, 2012, сс. 342-374.  

7. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
8. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
9. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра  http://www.beroc.by/ 

10. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 

11. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
12. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
13. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 

Theme 10: Prospects for democratic transformation in the Republic of Belarus: role of independent media and think tanks

Lection
Content: 


What is the evolution of society, independent media and social research/think tanks in the Republic of Belarus? How do these processes correlate? What the most important factors – internal and external – determine this? What role independent media and research play in democratic development in our country? How could we strengthen this role? What experience of other Post-Communist countries tells about this? How media and communication specialists could contribute to this process? 

Seminar 10:
Presentation and discussion of experience of democratic transformations in the Post-Communist countries, and role of independent media and think tanks in this process, as well as peculiarities of this process and its prospects in the Republic of Belarus (probably, in “case study” format, taking examples of different media and think tanks or important election/information campaigns) argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.).  

Readings: 
1. Peter Gross and Karol Jakubowicz, eds., Media Transformations in the Post—Communist world: Eastern Europe’s Tortured Path to Change, New York, Lexington Books, 2012, 301 pages.
2. McGann, J. “Survey of Think Tanks: A Summary Report”. Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program. Foreign Policy Research Institute. August 2007.
3. Krastev, I. Post-communist think tanks: making and faking influence. In: Stone, D. (ed.), Banking on Knowledge, Routledge, London and New York, 2000, pp. 142-161.  

4. Независимые исследования в независимой Беларуси: в борьбе за реальность. Под ред. Олега Манаева, Новосибирск: Водолей, 2004, 416 с.

5. Pro et Contra. Политики и эксперты. Москва, 2003, т. 8, N 2, 293 с.

6. Манаев О. Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 1991-2000. Минск: ФилСервПлюс. 2000, 626 c.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2001-2005. Книга вторая. – Рига: Лайма. 2005, 784 с.; Становление гражданского общества в независимой Беларуси. Социологические опыты: 2006-2010. Книга третья. – Ст.-Петербург: Невский простор. 2011, 672 с.   

7. Олег Манаев. Сотворение будущего Беларуси: роль независимых исследований. В кн.: Будущее Беларуси: взгляд независимых экспертов. Под ред Олега Манаева, Невский простор, 2012, сс. 342-374.  

8. Web site НИСЭПИ: www.iiseps.by
9. Web site Наше мнение: http://nmnby.eu/
10. Web site Белорусского экономического исследовательско-образовательного центра  http://www.beroc.by/ 

11. Web site БИСС: http://www.belinstitute.eu/ 

12. Web site Центра европейской трансформации: http://cet.eurobelarus.info/ru/
13. Web site консорциума Евробеларсь: http://eurobelarus.info/
14. Web site Центра аналитических инициатив «Либерального клуба»: http://liberalclub.biz/?page_id=23 

___________________________

Writing analytic paper on the results of independent research project:

Because this course aim includes not only providing necessary knowledge in the subject but kind of training in conducting independent research and its use in mass media, significant part of the course is devoted to independent research project. It includes the following elements:

· Students define themes for research project according to their interest, work out a its program and methodology in Word format (for example, a questionnaire for poll or expert interview, table of categories for content analysis etc.);  

· Present (in PPP format) and discuss a program and methodology for their research project at a class-room; 

· Conduct independent research project in the field, i.e. collect, possess and analyze    information (it takes a major part of students’ individual work)

· Write a final analytic paper in Word format for media publication (equal to a final essay)
· Present (in PPP format) and discuss a final analytic paper in a class-room.
Obligatory forms of control (tasks for students controlled and evaluated by the teacher):
1. Writing a paper on Theme 1 Evolution of media theory and practice in the West for identifying media systems in Post-Communist countries based on «Four Theories of the Press» by Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm and «Three Models of Media and Politics” by Hallin and Mancini, 2004 argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). Students should choose any of Post-Communist countries excluding Belarus, and each paper should analyze different country (analyzing of the same country is not permitted). Deadline for paper submission in Word format (up to 5 pages, 12 Times Roman, 1.5 lines) – December 2, 2013.      

2. Writing a paper on Theme 2 Evolution of think tanks theory and practice in the West and Theme 3 Development of independent media and think tanks in Post-Communist countries for analyzing peculiarities of leading Western think tanks, and think tanks in Post-Communist countries, argued by empirical data (available publications, statistics, research data etc.). Students should choose any of Western or Post-Communist countries excluding Belarus, and each paper should analyze different country (analyzing of the same country is not permitted). Deadline for paper submission in Word format (up to 5 pages) – December 2, 2013.

3. Working out a Program (and methodology) for students’ research project on topic according to their own interest. The Program should include the following elements:

· Brief description of a problem to be studied

· Definition of an object of the proposed research project 

· Definition of a subject of the proposed research project 

· Description of a main purpose of the proposed research project

· Description of research questions of the proposed project

· Empirical interpretation and operational definition of main terms of the proposed research project  

· Preliminary system analysis of the proposed research object

· Formulating hypotheses of the proposed research project

· Grounds for relevancy of the proposed research methodology (interview, opinion poll, content analysis, observation etc.) and its brief description 

· Brief description of the proposed methodology sampling   

· Brief description of data possessing 
· Brief description of the proposed research project

Deadline for submission of the research project Program in Word format (up to 5 pages) – December 13, 2013.

4. Presentation (in PPP format) of the research project Program at a class-room on December 18-20, 2013.

5. Writing a final analytic paper (equal to final essay) based on the results of research project in Word format. It should include the following elements:

· Brief description of research problem

· Definition of the research object and subject 

· Brief description of main purpose and research questions

· Brief description of the research hypotheses
· Brief description of the research methodology including sampling   

· Data analysis (with attached findings)

· Main conclusions
· Suggested solutions/recommendations. 
Deadline for submission of a final analytic paper (up to 10 pages) – January 6, 2014.

6. Presentation (in PPP format) of a final analytic paper at a class-room on January 20-25, 2014. Discussions on final analytic papers will be organized by principles of press-conferences or briefings where experts present to journalists their research outcomes (see, for example, a Guide “20 Questions journalists should ask about polling results” by the US National Council for Public Opinion Polls).

· Results of participation in discussions at seminars and colloquia/practical works - 50% (contribution to final evaluation);

· Results of independent research project (including working out a research program and methodology, conducting a field-work, writing a final analytics, and its presentation and discussion in the class room) - 50% (contribution to final evaluation).

