Special Topics: CMST 560 “Political Communication and Resurgent Authoritarianism around the World (Communication in democracies and authoritarian countries)”

CRN: 29839  
Spring Semester 2016                      

Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 03:40 pm - 04:55 pm, Haslam Music Center 010 

Instructor: Dr. Oleg Manaev, Visiting Professor in Communication Studies 
Office: McClung Tower 1014, room 1016

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3.00 pm – 3.30 pm and 5.00 pm – 6.00 pm   


Phone: 865-974-7045
   

E-Mail: omanaev@utk.edu 


Home Page: _______________ 
Course Description: 

The course will be focused on the retrograde evolution of communication in the Post-Communist countries. Emphasis will be placed on the resurgent of authoritarianism around the world and the critical role of communication in this process – the societies involved, the major social/political factors, mechanisms, actors, and consequences. Why authoritarianism in the world and in Post-Communist Countries in particular is on the rise again? What major political, legal, and economic mechanisms of social control are implemented through mass media and communication by authoritarian regimes? How do they affect media content and effectiveness? What role information and communication played in the annexation of Crimea, in the bloody conflict in Eastern Ukraine, Russian military involvement in Middle East, and aggressive promotion of “The Russian World” that challenges the international order?                
The course analyzes the problems of resurgent authoritarianism using the concepts of “authoritarian regime” by J. Linz (2000), “trust as social capital” by R. Putnam (1993), “clash of civilization” by S. Huntington (1997), “cultural trauma” by P. Sztompka (1999), “media parallelism” by D. Hallin and P. Mancini (2004) are used as a theoretical framework for the course. 
Course aims and objectives 
Aims: The course’s main aim is to provide students with a critical understanding of: 

· The nature of authoritarianism as a social-political system and reasons for resurgent authoritarianism 
· The critical role of information and communication in this process

· The major social/political/legal/economic factors, mechanisms, actors of this process
· The effectiveness of authoritarian media and communication, and its consequences 
Objectives: By the end of the course, it is expected that students will be able to: 

· To have a good understanding of the nature of authoritarianism as a social-political system 

· To have a good understanding of the critical role of information and communication in this process 
· To have a good understanding of the major social/political/legal/economic factors, mechanisms, actors of this process 
· To have a good understanding of the effectiveness of authoritarian media and communication, and its consequences 
Assessment
Students are expected to complete a research project on topic chosen from the topics that will be covered in the weekly classes (other topics may be selected upon agreement of the course instructor). Based on the research, students will write an analytical paper of approximately 4000 words due on Monday April 25, 2016, which will constitute 30% of the final grade. Students are also expected to present the results of their research project in PPP during the final exam period on Thursday May 5, which will constitute 20% of the final grade. 
In addition, students will sign up to lead at least one class discussion during. Leading discussion includes preparation of the questions based on the weekly readings and moderations of the discussion in class. Leading the class discussion constitutes 25% of the grade. Participation in class discussions on the weeks when other students assume the leadership role constitutes an additional 25% of the final grade.    
University/College/Departmental Curricular Requirements Met.  This class supports the graduate major in Communication Studies 
Program-level learning objectives that the course supports:

MA and PhD programs: Students will demonstrate basic knowledge of, understanding of and the ability to apply communication studies principles.

Required Textbook: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2015  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible. The Surreal Heart of the New Russia. Public Affairs, 2014
Required instructional technology: None.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

All texts listed are available in the library or accessible as e-journals. The following sources can be particularly useful for additional material:

· Communist and Post-Communist Studies

· Europe-Asia Studies

· Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics (now East European Politics)

· Post-Soviet Affairs 

· Demokratizatsiya: the journal of post-Soviet democratization

· Problems of Post-Communism

· East European Politics & Societies

· Journal of Democracy (US), http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/ 

· Russia Direct (Russia), http://www.russia-direct.org/  

· Foreign Policy (US), https://foreignpolicy.com/
· Global Voices, https://globalvoices.org
· Meduza. The Real Russia Today (Russia), https://meduza.io/en/
· Eurasianet, http://www.eurasianet.org/

· The Jamestown Monitor (US), http://www.jamestown.org/programs/edm/

· The Other Russia. News from the Coalition for Democracy in Russia (Russia), http://www.theotherrussia.org/tag/russian-union-of-journalists/ 

· Johnson’s Russia List (US), http://www.russialist.org/
· The Interpreter (US), a daily translation and analysis journal funded and presented by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, http://www.interpretermag.com/
· Political Communication Lab, Stanford University (US), http://pcl.stanford.edu/ 

· Belarusian Association of Journalists (Belarus), http://baj.by/en 

· Russian Union of Journalists (Russia), https://plus.google.com/+RujRu 

· Stratfor (US), https://www.stratfor.com/regions/former-soviet-union 

· Pew Research (US), http://www.pewglobal.org/ 

· Gallup (US). http://www.gallup.com/topic/europe.aspx 

· Levada Center (Russia), http://www.levada.ru/eng/
· Wciom (Russia), http://www.wciom.com/
· IISEPS (Belarus), http://www.iiseps.org/lang/en 

· Carnegie Moscow Center, Pro et Contra, http://carnegie.ru/proetcontra/?fa=archive&lang=en   

· Carnegie Moscow Center, New Eastern Europe, http://carnegie.ru/issues/?fa=59 

· Carnegie Moscow Center, Putinology, http://carnegie.ru/issues/?fa=754
· Human Rights Watch: Free Speech (US), https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech 
· Freedom House: Freedom of the Press (US), https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/freedom-press-2015 
· Committee to Protect Journalists (US), https://cpj.org 

· Resurgent Dictatorship: Media Manipulation (US), 
· http://www.resurgentdictatorship.org/authoritarian-tactics/manipulating-media/ 

· Legatum Institute (US), http://www.li.com/
· Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe (US), http://www.rferl.org/ 

· National Endowment for Democracy (US), http://www.ned.org/ 
The large and rapidly changing world of internet sources is perhaps best approached through the portals that are maintained by larger academic institutions, such as British Library in London (http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/webres/slavonicinternetresources/slavoniclinks.html),the Bodleian Library at Oxford (www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/slavonic/guide.htm). The daily paper Moscow Times is lively, independent, and freely available on its date of publication (www.themoscowtimes.com). The Russian State Statistical Committee provides a mass of data (in English as well as Russian) at www.gks/ru/eng/. The widely used Freedom House scoring system may be consulted online at https://freedomhouse.org/country/russia#.Vcpemk2Dpdg. See also the annual reports of Amnesty International (www.amnesty.org), and of Human Rights Watch (www.hrw.org). Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty provides summaries of the main news stories from the region if you sign up to their mailing list, see http://www.rferl.org/subscribe.html.   

Course time frame:

This course is taught through one 1h 15m lecture supported by guest speakers and watching documentaries/films/photos and one 1h 15m seminar as class discussions/small group exercises with students’ lead – per week:

· Lectures on Tuesdays 

· Class discussions/Small group exercises with students’ lead on Thursdays   
Additional readings for the class discussions will be provided 2 weeks in advance.    
Guest speakers 

Leading scholars and professionals from UT, leading U.S. institutions in the field like National Endowment for Democracy, Freedom House, Pact, National Democratic Institute, as well from Russia/Belarus will be invited as guest speakers.   

Grades will be based on the following elements:

	Leading the class discussion  
	25%

	Participation in class discussions/small group exercises
	25%

	Analytical paper based on research project
	30%

	PPP presentation of research project results during final exam
	20%


Attendance and Participation. Students are expected to attend every class session and to come prepared to discuss the assigned readings. The roll will be taken each session and attendance will be evaluated based on the proportion of classes missed.  That score will then be adjusted up or down (+/- 10 percentage points to a maximum of 100%) based on class participation. If students must miss class, they should email the instructor immediately and provide an explanation for the absence. Absences will be excused only for legitimate medical, legal or emergency reasons. 
Grading Scale: 

	A 
	93 – 100% 

	A - 
	90 – 92% 

	B + 
	87 – 89% 

	B 
	83 – 86% 

	B - 
	80 – 82% 

	C + 
	77 – 79% 

	C 
	73 – 76% 

	C - 
	70 – 72% 

	D + 
	67 – 69% 

	D 
	63 – 66% 

	D - 
	60 – 62% 

	F 
	Less than 60% 


Course Calendar with Chapter and Assignments:

Week 1       January 14

Introduction
Week 2       January 19

Resurgent Authoritarianism around the World




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.
Additional readings TBA

January 21 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 3       January 26

Peculiarities of Resurgent Authoritarianism in Post-Communist Countries




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
January 28 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 4      February 2

Social control and Communication: Political mechanisms   




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
February 4

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 5       February 9

Social control and Communication: Legal mechanisms   




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
February 11
Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 6       February 16
Social control and Communication: Economic mechanisms   




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
February 18
Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 7       February 23
Hate speech in Post-Soviet political communication  




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
February 25
Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 8       March 1

“Spiral of silence”: Media and Public Opinion in Post-Soviet Countries 




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
March 3 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 9       March 8

Role of Social Research (Think Tanks) in Political Communication 




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
March  10 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 10     March 15

Spring break – no classes

March 17 

Spring break – no classes  

Week 11     March 22

The Net Delusion: The Dark Side of Internet Freedom 




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
March 24 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 12     March 29

The Rise of “The Russian World” and its Consequences  




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
March 31 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 13     April 5

Kremlin’s information war. 




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
April 7 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 14     April 12

Effectiveness of authoritarian media and communication 




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
April 14 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 15     April 19
Western Response to political communication of the Resurgent Authoritarianism
Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
April 21 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 16     April 25

Final term paper due
April 26

Resistance to authoritarianism (my Belarusian experience)




Readings: Democracy in Decline? Ed. by Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner.  
Pomerantsev, Peter. Nothing is true and everything is Possible.

Additional readings TBA 
April 28 

Class discussion/Small group exercise with students’ lead  
Week 17    May 5
Power Point presentations based on the results of students’ research projects 
Electronic Devices Prohibited. The use of cell phones during class period is strictly prohibited. Devices should be turned off. 

Academic Integrity. All rules concerning academic honesty as set out in the current edition of Hilltopics will be enforced. Particular attention should be paid to the section on plagiarism. Students are reminded of their obligation to abide by the UTK Honor Code: “An essential feature of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville is a commitment to maintaining an atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. As a student of the university, I pledge that I will neither knowingly give nor receive any inappropriate assistance in academic work, thus affirming my own personal commitment to honor and integrity.”
Disabilities that Constrain Learning. Any student who believes that he or she may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 865-974-6087 in 2227 Dunford Hall to document their eligibility for services. ODS will work with students and faculty to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.
The Student’s Role in Improving Teaching and Learning through Course Assessment. At UTK, it is our collective responsibility to improve the state of teaching and learning. At the end of the semester, you will be requested to assess aspects of this course through completion of an online questionnaire. You are encouraged to respond to this request as a means of continuing to improve the quality of the UT learning experience.
University Civility Statement. Civility is genuine respect and regard for others: politeness, consideration, tact, good manners, graciousness, cordiality, affability, amiability and courteousness. Civility enhances academic freedom and integrity, and is a prerequisite to the free exchange of ideas and knowledge in the learning community. Our community consists of students, faculty, staff, alumni, and campus visitors. Community members affect each other’s well-being and have a shared interest in creating and sustaining an environment where all community members and their points of view are valued and respected. Affirming the value of each member of the university community, the campus asks that all its members adhere to the principles of civility and community adopted by the campus: http://civility.utk.edu/.

Communication of Announcements. Announcements will be sent via e-mail to students’ official UTK e-mail address and/or posted on Blackboard. Reminder: Students are responsible for monitoring their UTK e-mail address account and the course Blackboard site. 

Alteration of this Syllabus. The instructor reserves the right to revise, alter and/or amend this syllabus, as necessary.  Students will be notified by email and/or Blackboard of any such revisions, alterations and/or amendments.  
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