STATEMENT
At the end of February four officers of the Ministry of Justice of the republic of Belarus led by notorious A. Hariton, came to the administrative building of the Fanipol repair-mechanical plant where the Independent Institute of Socio-Economic & Political Studies rents a room for judicial address. They took advantage of the plant employees’ confusion, and burst into our room. Than they drew up some statement, which content is still unknown for us. During that action there were no representatives of either IISEPS who rents this room or police or public prosecutor officers, who have legal right to open apartments without presence of their owners. What these presumptuous officials were looking for we don’t know. But it is clear that this is a continuation of the attack against the Institute started some months ago by the Belarusian authorities because they don’t like the results of our research.         

Such actions conducted by the authorities who constantly exceed their power are an evidence of growing war against Belarusian civil society, the war without any moral norms or legal rules. But we state again that until we live here and are free, we will continue to study what Belarusians think about their life, and to introduce their opinion to themselves.    
IISEPS Board
Minsk, March 5, 2004.

