MASS MEDIA IN BELARUS: BETWEEN EAST AND WEST

Course provided by Prof. Dr. Oleg Manaev 
at the Institute for International Journalism, Dortmund University
(October 15, 2002 -- February 15, 2003)

1. Belarus as country and people: brief history (until independence)

2. Belarus as independent state: brief history (1992-2002)

3. Eastwards or Westwards: seeking for national and geopolitical identity

4. Chernobyl accident: vital challenge for Belarus (guest lecturer from “Deutsche Welle”)
5. Formation of media system in independent Belarus

6. Mass media in the political system

7. Mass media in the legal system

8. Mass media in the economic system

9. Mass media and the elections (guest lecturer from “Radio Liberty”)

10. Mass media impact

11. Internet as a democratization factor

12. The role of professional associations in media and journalism

13. Mass media and think tanks: a new alliance for information society

14. Belarus coverage in German media

15. The analysis of students activities and final debate

· The course will be supported and illustrated by various resources (books, bulletins, magazines and newspapers, CD-Romes, video tapes, scholarly and media articles, web-sites, charts, transparents, power-point tabs, diagrams, etc.).

· Training research project based on content analysis of Belarusian (in English) newspaper (“Belarus Today” weekly) and magazine (“Belarus & Business” quarterly) publications will be provided as well. Students could write and discuss their essays on the theme (for example: “Belarus as a country for German investments”).    

