Statement by IISEPS Board

On April 15, after three days hearings, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus (judge L. Filimonihina, public prosecutor E. Mazovka) based on the lawsuit of the Ministry of Justice (minister V. Golovanov), made the decision to liquidate the Republic Public Association “Independent Institute of Socio-Economic & Political Studies”. Thus, the oldest Belarusian non-government and non-profit research center is shut down. Since its founding in February 1992 the Institute has conducted dozens of research projects devoted to the most important issues of social, economic and political development of the country (from role of Church to political parties, from workers movement to financial system, from private enterprise to mass media); organized dozens of international, national and regional conferences and seminars; published and widely distributed some books, hundreds of analytical papers and bulletins, thousands publications in national and foreign media. The RPA “IISEPS” not just studied what Belarusians think about their past, present and future but also constantly introduced their opinions to themselves. Sometimes both authorities and opposition did not like those opinions, and therefore the Institute faced a lot of obstacles and troubles from the very beginning.

`However, after notorious referendum last October, that crucially changed existing political landscape and the very country’s perspectives, Belarusian authorities, in fact, started a war against the civil society. Independent media and research centers became its major targets, because exactly these institutions provide unbiased information and analysis to the citizens. As October referendum show the difference between official and real picture of what is going in the country (according to the Central electoral committee almost 80% of all voters voted in favor of changing constitution to allow Alexander Lukashenko to run for presidency without time limits, while according to the Gallup polls less than 49% only) reached the crucial level. This is exactly the reason why the Ministry of Justice, KGB, Office of the public prosecutor, and the police began to make the unprecedented pressure on the IISEPS. Unfortunately, our attempts to defend our rights in the Supreme Court failed. The Court supported the Ministry of Justice for the second time, and liquidated the RPA “IISEPS” at all. Our and one of the best lawyers’ arguments in the Court, as well as testimony of the witnesses did not affected the result at all. Despite the Ministry of Justice finally denied its most absurd demands, despite the rest of its demands did not correspond to reality as well (and some of them were even falsified), the Supreme Court made the decision to liquidate the RPA “IISEPS”. We are sure that this decision is politically motivated. Its aim is to deprive the citizens of independent source of information and analysis about real situation in the country on the eve of the next presidential elections. 

In this regard, we state that until we live in this country and not imprisoned, IISEPS will follow its mission – through social research to promote democracy, market economy and civil society in independent Belarus.

Minsk, April 18, 2005.
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