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Oleg Manaev does not doubt IISEPS data.

Independent sociologist Oleg Manaev was detained by the police on October 6 at 3:00 pm, allegedly as a part of the operation to combat drug trafficking.

Observers have linked this with his comments about the decline of the rating of the President.

Professor of Sociology, founder of the Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies (IISEPS) O. Manaev was arrested not far from the Polish Embassy, ​​where he was headed to present the results of the latest public opinion poll. In 2005 IISEPS was liquidated in Belarus and re-registered in Lithuania, legally O. Manaev is not related to the organization, but offers comments about published public opinion polls.

On the eve of the detention O. Manaev gave interviews to a number of mass media outlets, expressing his opinion about the decline of the rating of the incumbent President. According to the IISEPS September poll, if elections were held tomorrow, 20.5% of the respondents would be ready to vote for Alexander Lukashenko (immediately after the December elections it was 53%). Independent sociologists claimed that the rating of the head of state has reached its lowest level in the entire 17-year history of IISEPS monitoring, dropping below the 26.2% that was recorded in March 2003. 

On October 7, in a conversation with Russian journalists A. Lukashenko commented on the situation with the detention of O. Manaev, announcing that a sociology professor was detained "during the operation to prevent drug trafficking."
At the same time, the head of state announced the results of the IISEPS September poll and expressed his attitude towards the founder of this institution: "Manaev is a fosterling of the West. He lives in Vilnius ... Manaev’s study before the presidential election predicted the collapse of the President of Belarus. The strategy was pretty clear. Manaev was paid, he clearly constructed the so-called public opinion polls where Lukashenko’s rating was reduced. According to him, less than half of the population supported me. The West needed it. Manaev was paid, and he created this trend. In fact, the Belarusian president was supported by 79.9% officially. In reality is more than 80%. It was honest."

In an interview with "BR" O. Manaev denied the information delivered by the head of state, including about his place of residence: "I have never lived in Vilnius. I lived in the United States, in the UK, France, Germany, Poland, but I have never Lithuania. "

The professor disagrees with the accusation that he or IISEPS are involved in some kind of conspiracy. "Rating, which I commented on, was based on the IISEPS public opinion polls. Polls conducted before the elections and after, unequivocally showed that the incumbent president wins in the first round,” said O. Manaev. 
He also reminded that it was the representatives of the opposition who criticized O. Manaev and IISEPS for such comments, and that on January 21, "Sovetskaya Belorussia" announced on the front page that "by publishing the results of its survey ISEPS dealt a knockout blow to the dishonest attempts to falsify the election results."

At that point, IISEPS polls have shown that 58% of those who participated in the election have voted for the incumbent president. This was 20% less than the official data of the CEC, but independent sociologists nevertheless confirmed the victory of Alexander Lukashenko, and the state propaganda machine used this fact.

As for his detention, O. Manaev considers that the version of the fight against drug trafficking does not hold any water.
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